WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

method broadcasting incoming call information from a local CPE to at least 
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one remote said method comprising the steps of: 

taking sa\d local CPE off-hook; 

receiving m incoming voice message; and 
5 broadcastingWid incoming voice message over a communications network to said at 

least one remote CPE. 

2. The methSd of claim 1 wherein said CPE is at least one of a telephone set, a 
telephone answering device y AD), digital telephone answering device (DTAD), and a voice 
mail device. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein said local CPE receives at least one ring tone 
from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) server, 
and an Internet service provider (ISP) server prior to taking said local CPE off-hook. 

I^J 4. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of transmitting an outgoing 

voice message after taking said CPE off-hook. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein said broadcasting step includes paging said at 
least one remote CPE. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein said broadcasting step includes transmitting 
said voice message over a paging channel. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
VentureNet, a Ethemet, a "blue tooth" network, a X.IO network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network. 
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8. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of said at least one remote 
CPE delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 

9. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of said at least one remote 
CPE storing said voice message. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein said voice message is a call announce 
identification message . 

1 1 . The method of claim 10 wherein said call announce identification message is 
generated by at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol 
(VOIP) server, and an Internet service provider (ISP) server. 

12. \ The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of receiving a data message 
iistructing said ICPE to go off-hook prior to said CPE going off-hook. 

13. The method of claim 12 wherein said data message is a fi-equency shift keying 
(FSK) signal. 

14. M method broadcasting incoming call information fi-om a local CPE to at least 
remote CPE, s^aid method comprising the steps of: 

receiving incbming caller data at said local CPE; 

determining, at^aid local CPE, a corresponding voice message as a function of at least 
a portion of said incoming caller data; and 

broadcasting, using\aid local CPE, said voice message over a communications 
network to said at least one rerfaote CPE. 

15. The method of clann 14 wherein said CPE is at least one of a telephone set, a 
telephone answering device (TAD), d^igital telephone answering device (DTAD), and a 
voice mail device. 
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16. The method of claim 14 wherein said local CPE receives at least one ring tone 
ifrom at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) server, 
and an Internet service provider (ISP) server prior to receiving said incoming caller data. 

17. The method of claim 14 wherein said incoming caller data is one of calling 
line identification (CLID) data and second call waiting identification (SCWID) data. 

18. The method of claim 14 wherein said local CPE receives said incoming caller 
data from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) 
server, and an Intemet service provider (ISP) server. 

19. The method of claim 14 wherein said incoming caller data is received as at 
least one of a frequency shift keying (FSK) signal, a Multipurpose Intemet Mail Extension 
(MIME) format message, a Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) format message, a Java 
format message, a Javascript message and/or an Active X format message. 

20. The method of claim 14 wherein said determining step includes parsing a 
number field derived from said FSK signals, and selecting soimds corresponding to said 
parsed number field. 

21 . The method of claim 14 wherein said determining step includes matching data 
derived from said FSK signals to associated voice tags. 

22. The method of claim 14 wherein said broadcasting step includes paging said at 
least one remote CPE. 

23. The method of claim 14 wherein said broadcasting step includes transmitting 
said voice message over a paging channel. 
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24. The method of claim 14 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
VentureNet, a Ethernet, a "blue tooth" network, a X.IO network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network. 

25. The method of claim 14 further comprising the step of said at least one remote 
CPE delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 

26. The method of claim 14 further comprising the step of said at least one remote 
CPE storing said voice message. 

27. \ A method of broadcasting incoming call information from a local CPE to at 
least one remoteSCPE, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, aVsaid local CPE, incoming caller data; 

broadcasting, using said local CPE, said voice message over a communications 
network to said at least ohe remote CPE; and 

determining, at saidyemote CPE, a corresponding voice message as a function of at 
least a portion of said incoming caller data. 

28. The method of cliaim 27 wherein said CPE is at least one of a telephone set, a 
telephone answering device (TADj^digital telephone answering device (DTAD), and a voice 
mail device. 

29. The method of claim 27 wherein said local CPE receives at least one ring tone 
from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) server, 
and an Internet service provider (ISP) server prior to receiving said incoming caller data. 

30. The method of claim 27 wherein said incoming caller data is one of calling 
line identification (CLID) data and second call waiting identification (SCWID) data. 
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3 1 . The method of claim 27 wherein said local CPE receives said incoming caller 
data from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) 
server, and an Intemet service provider (ISP) server. 

32. The method of claim 27 wherein said incoming caller data is received as at 
least one of a frequency shift keying (FSK) signal, a Multipurpose Intemet Mail Extension 
(MIME) format message, a Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) format message, a Java 
format message, a Javascript message and/or an Active X format message. 

33. The method of claim 27 wherein said determining step includes parsing a 
number field derived from said FSK signals, and selecting sounds corresponding to said 
parsed number field. 

34. The method of claim 27 wherein said determining step includes matching data 
derived from said FSK signals to associated voice tags 

35. The method of claim 27 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
VentureNet, a Ethernet, a "blue tooth" network, a X.IO network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network. 

36. The method of claim 27 further comprising the step of said at least one remote 
CPE delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 

37. The method of claim 27 fiirther comprising the step of said at least one remote 
CPE storing said voice message. 

38. A method of announcing incoming call information using on-hook customer 
premises equipment (CPE), said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving an indication of an incoming CPE alerting signal (CAS) tone; 
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detecting a frequency shift keying (FSK) signal as a result of receiving said 
5 indication; 

determining a corresponding voice message as a ftinction of at least a portion of said 
FSK signal; and 

announcing said voice message. 

39. The method of claim 38 wherein said indication is said CAS tone. 

40. The method of claim 38 wherein said indication is at least one of an on-hook 
pulse, a muting and a reduced volume, and said method further comprises the steps of: 

detecting the CAS tone using another CPE that is currently off-hook; 
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41 generating, for a predetermined duration, said on-hook pulse, muting or reduced 

i "6 volume from the another CPE when the CAS tone is detected by the another CPE; and 

nJ 

ji. detecting, by the on-hook CPE, the on-hook pulse, muting or reduced volume 

yj 

generated by the another CPE. 

41 . The method of claim 38 wherein said determining step includes parsing a 
number field derived fi*om said FSK signals, and selecting soimds corresponding to said 
parsed number field. 

42. \ The method of claim 38 wherein said determining step includes matching data 
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^ derived from saidvFSK signals to associated voice tags 

43. The nibi^od of claim 38 wherein said determining step includes the steps of: 
taking said CPE off-hooK^^d receiving a voice message. 

44. The method of claim 38 wherein said announcing step includes delivering said 
voice message to a speaker device. 
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^ , 45. apparatus located at a local CPE for broadcasting incoming call 

information to atMeast one remote CPE, said apparatus comprising: 
means for taking said local CPE off-hook; 
means for receiving an incoming voice message; and 

means for broadcasting said incoming voice message over a communications network 
to said at least one remoteC? 

46. The apparatus df claim 45 wherein said CPE. is at least one of a telephone set, 
a telephone answering device (T.^D), digital telephone answering device (DTAD), and a 
voice mail device. 

47. The apparatus of claim 45 further comprising means for said local CPE 
receiving said at least one ring tone from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice 
over Internet protocol (VOIP) server, and an Internet service provider (ISP) server prior to 
taking said local CPE off-hook. 

48. The apparatus of claim 45 further comprising means for transmitting an 
outgoing voice mesfeage after taking said CPE off-hook. 

49. The apparatus of claim 45 wherein said broadcasting means includes means 
for paging said at least one remote CPE. 

50. The apparatus of claim 45 wherein said broadcasting means includes means 
for transmitting said voice message over a paging chaimel. 

5 1 . The apparatus of claim 45 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
VentureNet, a Ethernet, a "blue tooth" network, a X.IO network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network. 
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52. The apparatus of claim 45 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 

53. The apparatus of claim 45 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE storing said voice message. 

54. The apparatus of claim 45 wherein said voice message is a call announce 
identification message . 

55. The apparatus of claim 54 wherein said call announce identification message is 
generated by at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol 
(VOIP) server, and an Internet service provider (ISP) server. 

56. \ The apparatus of claim 45 further comprising means for receiving a data 




message instruQting said CPE to go off-hook prior to said CPE going off-hook 

57. The apparatus of claim 56 wherein said data message is a fi-equency shift 



keying (FSK) signal. 

i^'J 0^1^^^^ 5s\^^^^^^ An apparatus located at a local CPE for broadcasting incoming call 
information toSat least one remote CPE, said apparatus comprising: 
means fonreceiving incoming caller data at said local CPE; 
means for determining, at said local CPE, a corresponding voice message as a 
function of at least a poilion of said incoming caller data; and 

means for broadcasting, using said local CPE, said voice message over a 
communications network to said at least one remote CPE. 
^N^:^^ 59. The apparatus of cl^im 58 wherein said CPE is at least one of a telephone set, 
a4elephone answering device (TAD)\a digital telephone answering device (DTAD), and a 
voice mail device. 
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60. The apparatus of claim 58 further comprising means for said local CPE 
receiving said at least one ring tone from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice 
over Internet protocol (V OIP) server, and an Internet service provider (ISP) server prior to 
said local CPE receiving incoming caller data. 

61. The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said incoming caller data is one of calling 
line identification (CLID) data and second call waiting identification (SCWID) data. 

62. The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said local CPE receives said incoming 
caller data from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Intemet protocol 
(VOIP) server, and an Intemet service provider (ISP) server. 

63. The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said incoming caller data is received as at 
least one of a frequency shift keying (FSK) signal, a Multipurpose Intemet Mail Extension 
(MIME) format message, a Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) format message, a Java 
format message, a Javascript message and/or an Active X format message. 

64. The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said determining means includes means for 
parsing a number field derived from said FSK signals, and means for selecting sounds 
corresponding to said parsed number field. 

65. The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said determining means includes means for 
matching data derived from said FSK signals to associated voice tags. 

66. The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said broadcasting means includes means 
for paging said at least one remote CPE. 

67. The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said broadcasting means includes means 
for transmitting said voice.message over a paging channel. 
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68. The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
VentureNet, a Ethernet, a "blue tooth" network, a X.IO network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network. 

69. The apparatus of claim 58 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 

70. The apparatus of claim 58 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE storing said voice message. ^ 

71 >v An apparatus for broadcasting incoming call information from a local CPE to 
at least one rekiote CPE, said apparatus comprising: 

means fo\ receiving, at said local CPE, incoming caller data; 
means for broadcasting, using said local CPE, said voice message over a 
communications netwVk to said at least one remote CPE; and 

means for determming, at said remote CPE, a corresponding voice message as a 
function of at least a portioiv^f said incoming caller data. 

72. The apparatus oKclaim 71 wherein said CPE is at least one of a telephone set, 
a telephone answering device (TADl digital telephone answering device (DTAD), and a 



73. The apparatus of claim 71 further comprising means for said local CPE 
receiving said at least one ring tone from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice 
over Internet protocol (VOIP) server, and an Internet service provider (ISP) server prior to 
said local CPE receiving said incoming caller data. 

74. The apparatus of claim 71 wherein said incoming caller data is one of calling 
line identification (CLID) data and second call waiting identification (SCWID) data. 
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75. The apparatus of claim 71 wherein said local CPE receives said incoming 
caller data from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Intemet protocol 
(VOIP) server, and an Intemet service provider (ISP) server. 

76. The apparatus of claim 71 wherein said incoming caller data is received as at 
least one of a frequency shift keying (FSK) signal, a Multipurpose Intemet Mail Extension 
(MIME) format message, a Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) format message, a Java 
format message, a Javascript message and/or an Active X format message. 

77. The apparatus of claim 71 wherein said determining means includes means for 
parsing a number field derived from said FSK signals, and means for selecting sounds 
corresponding to said parsed number field. 

78. The apparatus of claim 71 wherein said determining means includes means for 
matching data derived from said FSK signals to associated voice tags 

79. The apparatus of claim 71 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
VentureNet, a Ethernet, a "blue tooth" network, a X.IO network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network. 

80. The apparatus of claim 71 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 

81. The apparatus of claim 71 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE storing said voice message. 

82. An apparatus for announcing incoming call information at on-hook customer 
premises equipment (CPE), said apparatus comprising: 

. means for receiving an indication of an incoming CPE alerting signal (CAS) tone; 
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means for detecting a frequency shift keying (FSK) signal as a result of receiving said 
indication; 

means for determining a corresponding voice message as a function of at least a 
portion of said FSK signal; and 

means for announcing said voice message. 

83. The apparatus of claim 82 wherein said indication is said CAS tone. 

84. The apparatus of claim 82 wherein said indication is at least one of an on-hook 
pulse, a muting and a reduced volume, and said apparatus further comprises: 

means for detecting the CAS tone using another CPE that is currently off-hook; 

means for generating, for a predetermined duration, said on-hook pulse, muting or 
reduced volume from the another CPE when the CAS tone is detected by the another CPE; 
and 

means for detecting, by the on-hook CPE, the on-hook pulse, muting or reduced 
volume generated by the another CPE. 

85. The apparatus of claim 82 wherein said determining means includes means for 
parsing a number field derived from said FSK signals, and selecting soimds corresponding to 
said parsed number field. 

}~y 86. ^he apparatus of claim 82 wherein said determining means includes means for 
matching data denied from said FSK signals to associated voice tags 

87. The apWratus of claim 82 wherein said determining means includes means for 
taking said CPE off-hooKi and means for receiving a voice message. 

88. The apparatus of claim 82 wherein said annoimcing means includes means for 
delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 
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89. An apparatus for announcing incoming call information at on-hook customer 
premises equipment (CPE), said apparatus comprising: 

a processor configured to receive an indication of an incoming CPE alerting signal 
(CAS) tone; 

a detector configured to detect a fi*equency shift keying (FSK) signal as a result of 
receiving said indication; 

said processor being configured to determine a corresponding voice message as a 
function of at least a portion of said FSK signal; and 

a speaker configured to annoimce said voice message. 

90. The apparatus of claim 89 wherein said indication is said CAS tone. 

91 . The apparatus of claim 89 wherein said indication is at least one of an on-hook 
pulse, a muting and a reduced volume, and said apparatus fiirther comprises: 

a monitor configured to detect the CAS tone at another CPE that is currently off-hook; 

a fiirther processor configured to generate, for a predetermined duration, said on-hook 
pulse, muting or reduced volume fi-om the another CPE when the CAS tone is detected by the 
another CPE; and 

a fiirther detector configured to detect, at the on-hook CPE, the on-hook pulse, muting 
or reduced volume generated by the another CPE. 

92. The apparatus of claim 89 wherein said processor is further configured to 
parse a number field derived from said FSK signals and to select sounds corresponding to 
said parsed number field. 

93. Vrhe apparatus of claim 89 wherein said processor is further configured to. 



match data derived from said FSK signals to associated voice tags 
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94. ^hc apparatus of claim 89 wherein said processor is further configured to take 
said CPE off-hook and receive a voice message. 

95. TheNapparatus of claim 89 wherein said processor is further configured to for 
deliver said voice message to said speaker. 

96. The apparatus of claim 89 wherein said processor is one of a microprocessor, 
an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a programmable logic array (PLA), and a 
reduced instruction set chip (RISC). 

97. The apparatus of claim 91 wherein said further processor is one of a 
microprocessor, an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a programmable logic array 
(PLA), and a reduced instruction set chip (RISC). 
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